
 

 

June 2026 

Open Letter of Solidarity against Antisemitism 

As organisations and leaders committed to ending violence against women and girls (VAWG), 
and to building a society rooted in safety, dignity and justice, we stand in solidarity with the 
Jewish community at a time of deeply concerning increases in antisemitism. 

Following the terror attacks in Heaton Park Synagogue and Golders Green, alongside the spate 
of arson attacks targeting Jewish spaces, we recognise that the Jewish community is 
experiencing heightened fear in their schools, synagogues, workplaces and public spaces. 
Antisemitism is not an abstract issue; it has profound emotional, psychological and physical 
consequences for those targeted by it. It isolates communities, fuels hatred, and undermines 
the safety and belonging that every person deserves. 

As leaders in the VAWG sector, we recognise that for women and children experiencing 
domestic abuse, these harms can be especially acute. Survivors who are already living with 
abuse and trauma should never have to navigate fear because of their Jewish identity as well. 
Jewish women and children must be able to seek support and move through public life without 
intimidation, hostility or threat. 

We know from our work across the VAWG sector that violence and discrimination are 
interconnected. We reject antisemitism in all its forms, just as we reject all forms of racism, 
hatred and prejudice. Our commitment to anti-racism must include standing against 
antisemitism clearly and consistently and we commit to ensuring our spaces reflect those 
values. 

Safety cannot be selective. A world free from violence against women and girls must also be a 
world where Jewish people, and all communities targeted by racism and hatred, are able to live 
openly, safely and without fear. 

We commit to actively challenging antisemitism wherever it appears, to ensuring our spaces are 
safe and inclusive for Jewish women and families, and to standing in solidarity with the Jewish 
community now and in the future. 

At a time of fear and uncertainty, we stand with Jewish Women’s Aid and send a clear message 
to the Jewish community: you are not alone. 

Signed, 

Signed by (VAWG sector organisations and leaders): 

Angie Airlie, CEO, Stay Safe East 
Ghadah Alnasseri, Executive Director Imkaan 
Becky Barlow CEO, Beauty for Ashes Refuges 
Baljit Banga, CEO, Hibiscus 
Ciara Bergman, CEO Rape Crisis England & Wales 
Tracey Bleakley, CEO, SafeLives 



 

Michelle Blunsom, CEO, ESDAS 
Sara Britnell, CEO, Wycombe Women's Aid  
Colette Byrne, CEO, Broxtowe Women’s Project 
Vicky Bunnage, CEO, Crossroads Derbyshire 
Priya Chopra, Saheli 
Nahar Choudhury, CEO, Solace Women's Aid 
Jo Choi, Interim CEO, Standing Together Against Domestic Abuse 
Sam Clifford, CEO, Jewish Women's Aid 
Maureen Connolly, Birmingham and Solihull Women's Aid 
Christie Conroy, Head of Services, Nottinghamshire Women's Aid 
Indy Cross, CEO, Agenda Alliance 
Rachel Duncan, CEO, Northamptonshire Domestic Abuse Service 
Estelle du Boulay, Director, Rights of Women 
Mari Edwards CEO Beyond the Streets 
Fran Ellis, CEO, Rising Sun Domestic Violence & Abuse Service 
Samantha Fisher, CEO, TDAS 
Claire Fowler, CEO, Oasis Domestic Abuse Service 
Baroness Shaista Gohir OBE, CEO, Muslim Women's Network UK 
Lyn Gooding, Chief Executive, First Light 
Sarbjiit Granger, Director, Asian Women's Resource Centre 
Vivienne Hayes, CEO, Women's Resource Centre 
Sarah Hill, CEO, IDAS (Independent Domestic Abuse Services) 
Sharon Howard, CEO, Safe in Sussex 
Nina Humphries, Director, UK Feminista 
Rukhsana Ismail CEO NIDAS 
Huda Jawad, Co-Founder and Executive Director, Faith and VAWG Coalition 
Sukhvinder Kaur, Chair, Sikh Women's Aid 
Yasmin Khan, CEO, Staying Put 
Sara Kirkpatrick, CEO, Welsh Women's Aid 
Kyla Kirkpatrick, Director, The Drive Partnership 
Meena Kumari, Founder, H.O.P.E Training & Consultancy (Helping Other People Everyday) 
Claire Lambon, CEO, Stop Domestic Abuse 
Jane Lanyero, Coordinator, African Women's Care 
Bekah Legg, CEO, Restored 
Saskia Lightburn-Ritchie, MyCWAj 
Liz Mack, CEO, Advance 
Gemma Magee-Herd, CEO, SAHWR (St Albans and Hertsmere Women's Refuge) 
Sandra Manak, CEO, Panahghar 
Susie McDonald CEO, Tender Education & Arts 
Firoza Mohmed CEO Humraaz 
Jasmine Mohammad, Director, Safety4Sisters Northwest 
Diana Nammi, IKWRO - Women's Rights Organisation 
Farah Nazeer, CEO, Women's Aid Federation of England 
Jasmine O'Connor Co-CEO, Galop 
Sarah O'Leary, CEO, Next Link Domestic Abuse Services 



 

Sahdaish Pall, Founder and Director, Kaur Lab UK CIC 
Fiamma Pather CEO Your Sanctuary 
Carey Philpott, CEO, SATEDA 
Girijamba Polubothu, CEO, Shakti Women's Aid 
Amtal Rana, CEO, Kiran Support Services 
Natasha Rattu, CEO, Karma Nirvana 
Yasmin Rehman, Feminist and Human Rights Activist 
Laura Seebohm, CEO, WWIN Specialist Domestic Abuse Service for Sunderland 
Sally Sheail, Convener, Integrity - Church of Scotland Task Group on Gender Based Violence 
Elisabeth Sheppard CEO Gilgal Birmingham 
Gemma Sherrington, CEO, Refuge 
Sam Smethers, CEO, Surviving Economic Abuse 
Surwat Sohail, CEO, Roshni 
Angie Stewart, CEO, Cambridge Women's Aid 
Jo Todd, CEO, Respect 
Shaminder Ubhi, CEO, Ashiana Network 
Gisela Valle, Director, Latin American Women's Rights Service (LAWRS) 
Gurpreet Virdee, Women and Girls Network 
Andrea Vukovic & Isabel Young, Co-Directors, Women for Refugee Women 
Janaya Walker, Interim Director, End Violence Against Women Coalition 
Lucy Warnes, CEO, SignHealth 
Harriet Wistrich, CEO, Centre for Women's Justice 
Elaine Yates, CEO, Coventry Haven 
 
 

Supported by (allies):  
Duncan Craig OBE, CEO, We Are Survivors  
Andrea Simon London Victims' Commissioner  
Yasmin Khan CEO/Founder, The Halo Project 
tèmítópé lasade-anderson, Executive Director, Glitch  
Nimco Ali OBE, CEO, The Five Foundation  
Daniel Guinness, Managing Director, Beyond Equality 

  

 


